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seizing both Ferdinand and Gonzalo Pizarro, he imprisoned
them, the one separate from the other ; he would have even
executed Ferdinand as the cause of all the evil, had he not
had very good interceders. The following morning, with
the consent of all the citizens, Almagro was proclaimed
governor, according to the royal decree; then having again
heard that Alfonso Alvarado was in Abancaia with a great
many Spaniards, and fearing he would oppose him, he sent
several of his countrymen to desire him to come to
Cusco} and join his army, or otherwise to leave his jurisdic-
tion. But not seeing his messengers return, and concluding
that Alvarado had detained them, he prepared for battle:
and with a good detachment of soldiers, though leaving
some faithful friends to guard the town as well as the pri-
. toners, he started from Cusco. Reaching the river Abancai
one night, and hearing that the bridge was strongly guarded,
he went to the ford, there crossed over unheard to the quar-
ters of Alvarado, and succeeded in seizing him and several
other Spaniards without any bloodshed.
Proud of his victory, Almagro returned to Cusco, boasting
he would not rest till he had expelled all the Pizarrists out of
Peru. Imprisoning Alvarado, however, together with Gon-
zolo Pizarro, they availed themselves of this, and suborning
the guards one night by making them very large promises,
they both escaped and went to the City of the Kings. When
they informed the marquis of all this, he collected five hun-
dred soldiers together, with the resolution of going against
Diego d'Almagro. But Giovanni de Gusman, the king's
treasurer, and Diego de Mercato his factor, with some bro-
thers of the order of the Madonna, seeing the preparations
that the marquis had made, and considering that some great
evil must inevitably ensue, endeavoured to make peace be-
tween them. The case being referred to these mediators,
they decided that both parties should lay down their arms,
that Almagro should liberate Ferdinand Pizarro from prison,